
Return from Exile 
Ezra, Nehemiah and the Call to Excellence 

Part 3 – Devotion.  October 16, 2016 

In the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law 

of Moses … for Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes 

and rules in Israel. – Ezra 7 

The Story 
Ezra 7-8  

 

         
Ezra was a descendent of Aaron, first high priest of Israel.  He was living in Babylon during the 7th year 

of the reign of the Persian King Artaxerxes when he approached the king and asked for permission to 

return to Jerusalem and teach the law to his fellow Israelites.  He is described as a priest ‘skilled’ in the 

law of Moses, one who set his heart to study the law, obey it and THEN teach those statutes in all of 

Israel.   

 

The king granted his requested in a most remarkable way, making him the 3rd Persian king to issue a 

miraculous decree regarding the return of the exiles, the rebuilding of their temple and the 

reinstitution of their law and ceremonial practices.  The salient points of his decree are: 

 

*That Ezra was given permission to return indefinitely 

*That any other Jewish people, priests, Levites or temple servants could return also 

*They could carry silver, gold, freewill offerings and vessels for the temple with them 

*Ezra could use the money to buy bulls, rams, lambs and grain offerings for the temple sacrifices and 

‘whatever else seems good to you.’ 

*The treasuries of the Persian provinces ‘Beyond the River’ would supply many resources as well … 

estimated to be as much as 25-33% of all the annual taxation in those provinces!! 

*There would be no taxes or tributes levied against priests, Levites or temple servants 

*Ezra could appoint magistrates to help govern and administer the law of Moses 

*Anyone who disregarded Ezra’s law or the laws of King Artaxerxes would be subject to death, 

banishment, confiscation of home, land, cattle or goods and/or imprisonment.  

 

Artaxerxes decree in 468 B.C. also marks the 2nd wave of exiles to return.  Note that these events 

beginning in Ezra 7 are 58 years following the completion of the temple.  Within that timeline ‘pause’ 

between Ezra chapters 6 and 7 you will find the events recorded in the book of Esther. 



Timeline Recap: 

 

538 B.C.     Cyrus issues his decree 

536 – 520 B.C.   Opposition and building stops 

516 B.C.     Temple completed!! 

 

464 B.C.     Artaxerxes becomes king of Persia 

458 B.C.    Ezra and his mission  

   

In Ezra 8 we see that on the 3rd day of his journey Ezra stops at the Ahava Canal and realizes there are 

not enough Levites to adequately take care of the temple and it’s duties upon his return.  He shows the 

wisdom and boldness to recruit the Levites and to pray and fast for ‘God’s gracious hand’ to be upon 

them.  The people and the resources are all accounted for … the silver probably weighed 25 tons and 

the gold 3.75 tons!!! 

 

Ezra and the fully-assembled ‘team’ of priests, Levites, temple servants and others then depart the 

Ahava canal and begin their 4-month 900+ mile journey from Babylon to Jersualem.  Interestingly, 

Ezra also chose not to ask for help and protection from the king on the journey.  In the next book, 

Nehemiah, under similar circumstances Nehemiah ACCEPTS help from the king.  Consider what 

prompted both responses and whether one was ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ or were they both ‘right’.   

 

 

The Priesthood 

I Peter 2:4-9 

 

Ezra was an Old Testament priest and carries specific obligations, privileges, responsibilities and 

rewards.  In the New Testament Jesus is now our permanent High Priest and all born-again followers of 

him function as ‘priests’ of a ‘living temple’.  What are similarities and differences between the two? 

 
 

 

Application 

 

Ezra demonstrated the following: 

 

Initiative     Teamwork      Pain 

Read I Timothy 4:15.  How does it apply?  What other applications of Ezra and these chapters do you 

see? 

 

 

 

Next Week … Part 4 – Confession 


